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marry one of OfEa's daughters. OfEa had made
a supplementary proposal that his son Ecgfrith
should marry Karljs daughter Bertha. This is said
to have been considered presumptuous by Karl, and
lie sbowed his annoyance by breaking- off the
friendly relations which had existed between
them.

It would appear that Alcuin's attitude was sus-
pected by the Mercian king to be unfavourable to
the English view of the quarrel, and the presbyter
Beornwin, to whom Alcuin had written a letter
not known to have survived, was set to write to
him a fishing letter, in which, it would seem that
he suggested unfriendliness on Alcuin's part.
Aleuin's reply is a non-committal document.

" I have received the sweet letters of your
love . . .

" Would that I were worthy to preach peace, not
to sow discord; to carry the standard of Christ,
not the arms of the devil. I should never have
written to you if I had been unwilling to be at
peace with you and to remain firm as we began in
Christ.

" Of a truth I have never been unfaithful to
King Offa, or to the Anglian nation. As to the
utmost of my power I shall faithfully keep the
friends whom God has given me in Prance, so
I shall those whom I have left in my own country.

tf As time or opportunity affords, my very dear
brother, urge ever the will of God upon all persons :
on the king, persuasively; on the bishops, with
due honour; on the chief men, with confidence;